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Location: 

Date of Construction: 

Builder: 

Present Owner: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Project Information: 

Historians: 

I&M Canal National Heritage Corridor 
I&M Canal at Lift Lock No. 6 
Channahon, Will County, Illinois 

UTM:  16 E.397400 N.4586270 
Quad: Minooka 

ca. 1848 

Unknown 

State of Illinois 

Residence for Park Ranger (Channahon 
State Park) 

One of two remaining locktender's houses 
on the Illinois and Michigan Canal, this 
two-story vernacular building was built 
in Lockport and transported to Lock No. 
6 at Channahon. As with the other I&M 
locktender's houses, this one displays a 
number of Greek Revival elements. 

The Illinois and Michigan Canal was 
designated a National Heritage Corridor 
in 1984.  The following year HABS/HAER 
embarked on an extensive inventory and 
documentation project of the 100 mile- 
long corridor.  Field work for this 
project was concluded in 1988.  Final 
editing of the documentation was 
completed in 1992. 

Gray Fitzsimons, Timothy Whittaker, and 
David Kelliher, 1986; Carolyn Brucken, 
1992. 
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Built in 1848 when the Illinois and Michigan Canal began 
operating, this house was constructed at Lockport and transported 
to the site.  It is one of two remaining locktender's houses on 
the I & M Canal.  Despite the remodeling work in 1941, the 
building retains much of its original appearance with clapboard 
siding and double-hung sash windows. 

The house is a two-story, timber-frame building measuring 
approximately 25' x 18'.  It contains a rubble limestone 
foundation and horizontal clapboard siding with corner boards; 
along the eaves is a box cornice with gable returns.  The east 
front has three bays.  The south facade has a central six-panel 
door, with four-light, double-hung, sash windows on either side 
of door. A lean-to extension to the north was built as a 
storeroom in 1885. 
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